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When he flouted the rule a few days later, he says, fellow
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would hear about it.” She points out no other parent has
complained.

The bus company adopted the arrangement seven or eight minnesota Resort Vacation
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Neighborhood resident Nicole Johnson, 15, notes there are

no similar arrangements for the back of the bus to speed
up boarding at previous stops. She also points out other '
routes don't feature the same rule for their final stop.

“It's messed up because it's only happening to us trailer
park kids,” said Nicole.

That seems to be the heart of the problem. The policy is
not enforced uniformly across bus routes, and the reasons
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given for the policy — efficiency and safety — ring hollow.
Letting these kids sit where they choose, like all the other
kids on the bus, won't hurt anything. If there is a problem
with a student who lives in the mobile home park, the driver
can deal with him or her individually, like students who live
elsewhere, and make them sit up front for a reason.

The district isn’t gaining anything by this misguided policy,
which is discriminatory, hurtful and disliked by at least
some students and parents at the park.

It's time for school officials to step in and tell the bus
company to drop the policy and treat those kids like
everybody else.

That should have happened months ago — perhaps even
years ago — whenever the first complaints came to the
district and bus company.
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